Is there room for improvement in adverse event reporting in the era of targeted therapies?
The Common Terminology Criteria for Adverse Events (CTCAE), version 3.0, and its predecessors, the Common Toxicity Criteria (CTC) versions 1.0 and 2.0, were developed under the direction of the Cancer Therapy Evaluation Program of the National Cancer Institute (NCI) in an effort to provide standard language for reporting adverse events that occur in NCI-sponsored clinical trials. Each successive version of the CTC has improved the accuracy, precision, and completeness of the criteria in an effort to standardize reporting. We believe that the current version of the CTCAE cannot adequately code the subacute adverse events that commonly occur with today's targeted therapies.